BISMARCK

still somewhat threatening developments abroad, has my
complete admiration, and I surely need not assure you
that your powerful efforts to preserve peace have my
warmest sympathy and my unbounded confidence. May
the fortunate issue of the German policy and the gratitude
of the German princes and stocks find you, my dear Prince,
in possession of complete health and vigour.

' To that heartfelt wish I add most cordial salutations
and the assurance of the real esteem and of the firmly-
rooted confidence with which I, my dear Prince, am always

' Your sincere friend,
'LEWIS.'

From Prince Bismarck to King Lewis

' Kissingen : June 29, 1877.

' So much business during my course of treatment was
unavoidable because, through the difficulties which it made
relative to the appointment of some one to act in my place,
and against which I was not then well enough to contend,
the Reichstag compelled me to keep the counter signatures
in my hands even during my holiday. This was one of
the weapons by which the majority in the Reichstag sought
to obtain the introduction of the institution which they
understand under the designation "responsible minister
to the Empire;" against that I have always stood on the
defensive, not in order to remain sole minister, but in
order to guard the constitutional rights of the Federal
Council, and of its exalted constituents. Only at the cost
of the latter could imperial ministries, if obtained, be
endowed with the powers of conducting business, and
therewith a step would be taken in the direction of cen-
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